
NotebookLM has not replaced Gemini. NotebookLM is a specialized research tool powered by Gemini's 

AI models. They serve different purposes and are designed to be used in complementary ways. [1, 2, 3, 4, 

5]  

 

Gemini: The versatile AI assistant  
Gemini is Google's conversational AI assistant, designed for a broad range of tasks.  

• Best for: General creativity, brainstorming, coding, summarizing information, and answering 

quick, one-off questions.  

• How it works: It is built on a massive multimodal model and can access and search the web for 

real-time information. [4, 6, 7, 8, 9]  

NotebookLM: The deep research assistant  
NotebookLM is a research and note-taking tool that grounds its AI analysis 

exclusively in the documents you provide.  

• Best for: Deep analysis of uploaded source material, synthesizing information from large 

volumes of text, and generating summaries, citations, and study guides.  

• How it works: You upload files like PDFs, Google Docs, or web links. NotebookLM uses 

Gemini to create a "knowledge graph" of your content, allowing you to ask questions and get 

answers with direct citations from your sources. It runs on Gemini 1.5 Pro, offering powerful 

analysis capabilities. [7, 8, 10, 11, 12]  

Key differences summarized  

Feature [1, 2, 

7, 13, 14]  

Gemini (Conversational AI)  NotebookLM (Research Tool)  

Purpose  General conversation, 

brainstorming, and creative tasks  

Deep research, analysis, and 

synthesis of your documents  

Source of 

Info  

Broad internet knowledge and real-

time search  

Only the sources you upload 

(PDFs, Docs, etc.)  

Accuracy  Prone to "hallucinating" or 

generating plausible but incorrect 

information  

Gives grounded, cited answers 

directly from your source material  

Data Privacy  Interactions may be used to train 

models in the standard consumer 

version.  

Uploaded content and interactions 

are not used to train Google's AI 

models.  
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How they work together  
For complex projects, you can use both tools to create a powerful workflow:  

1. Use Gemini to generate initial ideas or get a quick overview of a topic.  

2. Upload relevant research papers, meeting notes, and other documents into NotebookLM.  

3. Use NotebookLM to perform a deep analysis of your documents, generating summaries and 

citations.  

4. Use Gemini to help draft a final report or presentation based on the insights you found in 

NotebookLM. [2, 3, 6, 15, 16]  

 

AI responses may include mistakes. 
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